
 

 

 

COLLEGE BOARD EXAMPLES ARE UNDERLINED   FOR ABBREVIATION MEANINGS: REFERENCE OFFICIAL KEY CONCEPTS  “REMEMBER YOUR SPICE” 

Key Concept (Abbreviated) Examples from Chapter Headings from Textbook 

3.1.I.E The expansion of new empires like the Mongols 
facilitated trans-Eurasian trade and communication as new 
peoples were drawn into their conquerors’ economies and 
trade networks. 

Pax Mongolica   

II. The movement of peoples caused environmental and 
linguistic effects. 
C. Some migrations and commercial contacts led to the 
diffusion of languages throughout a new region or the 
emergence of new languages. (such as spread of Turkic and 
Arabic languages) 

  

3.2.I.B In some places, new forms of governance emerged, 
including those developed in various Islamic states (such as 
the the Mongol Khanates) 

  

3.2.II Interregional contacts and conflicts between states and 
empires encouraged significant technological and cultural 
transfers (such as those across the Mongol empires)  

  

3.3.II The fate of cities varied greatly, with periods of 
significant decline, and periods of increased urbanization 
buoyed by rising productivity and expanding trade networks.  
A. Factors that contributed to declines of urban areas in this 
period included invasions, disease, the decline of agricultural 
productivity.  
B. Factors that contributed to urban revival included the end of 
invasions, the availability of safe and reliable transport, the rise 
of commerce and the warmer temperatures between 800 and 
1300. Increased agricultural productivity and subsequent rising 
population and greater availability of labor also contributed to 
urban growth. 

  

III Despite significant continuities in social structures and in 
methods of production, there were also some important 
changes in labor management and in the effects of religious 
conversion on gender relations and family life. 
A. As in the previous period, the main forms of labor 
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organization included free peasant agriculture, nomadic 
pastoralism, craft production and guild organization, along 
with various forms of coerced and unfree labor and 
government imposed labor taxes and military obligations. 

B. As in the previous period, social structures were shaped 
largely by class and caste hierarchies. Patriarchy persisted; 
however, in some areas, women exercised more power and 
influence, most notably among the Mongols and in West 
Africa, Japan and Southeast Asia. 

 

 

  

TERMS TO KNOW FROM STRAYER 

 • Greek city-states vs. Mayan city-states 

• Ancestral pueblo vs. Mound builders 

COMPARISONS TO REMEMBER 

 
Bantu expansion      Coptic Christianity Ezana Mound Builders 
Nazca      “semi-sedentary” Tikal Chaco 
Cahokia      Axum Meroe Jenne-jeno 
  Niger Valley Civilizations 


